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September 17, 1860 (2)

Kalamazoo, Michigan

At a meeting of the Classis of Holland in Kalamazoo, there was an invitation of the
Committee for Mission Work to send a pioneer gospel minister to serve the Dutch
population of South Africa. Surprisingly, the Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte offered to take
this position. At the conclusion of this Article X, "Classis unwilling to see Rev. van Raalte
leave its midst and believes that the reasons underlying this offer are not sufficiently
justified for sending Rev. van Raalte to Africa.
Later at the Classis meeting, Van Raalte was asked specifically why he wished to go to
South Africa. The first reason given was: "In the history of the colony, the pressure of
necessity had made it necessary for Rev. van Raalte to be involved in many activities and
intervening in many matters. As a result, his extensive influence has been placed in an
unfavorable light." The classis refused him permission to leave saying "that Rev. van
Raalte's service and person are precious to the classis and that they could not make a
decision to send him out of their midst."
The Minutes of the Classis of Holland, Joint Archives of Holland, Hope College, vol. II,
pp. 49-52. In Dutch, with translation by the Rev. William Buursma, pp. 39, 40, and 41 of
his translation.
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17 September 1860 (3)

Kalamazoo, Michigan

After the secession of some churches in 1857 to form the Christian Reformed Church, •Gcevil
communications against the Holland Reformed congregations of this county" have been
circulating in the Netherlands. The Rev. A. C. Van Raalte, president, noted that the Classis of
Holland felt a lack of appreciation by the mother church in the Netherlands. Mr. B. Ploeg was
cited for his erroneous and untrue assertions about the Classis of Holland. A committee was
appointed to write a pastoral letter to the congregations of the classis "to place truth in the light of
day over against slander and lies."

The Minutes of the Classis of Holland, Joint Archives of Holland, vol. 11, pp. 53, 55, and 56. In
Dutch, with translation by the Rev. William Buursma, pp. 41, 43, and 44. The footnotes were
provided by Dr. E. William Kennedy, 2005.

•

•
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CLASSICAL MEETING
HELD
AT
KALAMAZOO
Opened on Tuesday, the 17th of September, 1860
at 7:00 P.M.
and closed the following Thursday morning

Delegates from the congregations present were:
Drenthe
Grand Haven
Grand Rapids
Grandville
Holland
Kalamazoo
Muskegon
Overysel
Vriesland
Zeeland

- J. Wiggers, elder
- J. Mieras, elder
- Rev. W. A. Houbolt, and J. van Zee, elder
- Snitzler, deacon
- Rev. A. C. van Raalte, J. Labots and G. Wakker,
elders
- Rev. H. G. Klyn, and J. van Kersen, elder
- K. Zuidema, elder
- Rev. G. J. Nykerk, and L. Dangeremont, elder
- Rev. A. Zwemer, and M. den Herder, elder
- A. Gleerum and A. Borgers, elders

Also present was the Rev. H. Stobbelaar from Alto, Wisconsin, who
has received the call from Zeeland.

60-09-17
These excerpts from the minutes of the Classis of Holland' which met in Kalamazoo,
Michigan, on the 17th, 18ffl, and 19`h of September 1860 reveal how the Classis dealt with
the problem of Benjamin H. Ploeg's attack on Sunday School literature and the use of
hymns in worship and with the request of Dr. Van Raalte to go to South Africa as a
missionary. The Christian Reformed Church members who were critical of the Reformed
Dutch Church were given a response by Van Raalte also.
[vol. II, pages 49-50]
Article X — Committee for Mission Work
....3. The committee also asks if it would not appropriate for the welfare and extension
of God's kingdom to send a competent pastor of the classis to the Dutch population of
South Africa in order to serve as a pioneer gospel minister. This task would be to open
and to provide places for others, either for temporary or more permanent service....
[page 51-2]
Article XEV — Continuation of Discussion Found in Article X
The request of Rev. van Raalte to be sent in the name of classis as a missionary pastor
to South Africa is once more on the table. Rev. van Raalte was once again and more
specifically asked to give the motivations for his proposal. Primarily, they are as follows:
1. In the history of the colony, the pressure of necessity had made it necessary for
Rev. van Raalte to be involved in many activities and intervening in many matters. As a
result, his extensive influence has been placed in an unfavorable light.
It is van Raalte's judgment that it is now profitable and necessary to distance
himself by ceasing to be involved. He indicates that his heartfelt love for and feeling of
attachment to the Holland classis has led him to ask to be sent out to a distant place,
while still maintaining his ministerial status in the classis. There seems, in his judgment,
to be no other way to maintain his presence and involvement with the classis, while at the
same time removing the above-mentioned difficulty.
He also indicated that he feels the desire for a greater freedom to labor in God's
kingdom and, at the same time, to open missionary work under the Dutch church in South
Africa.

Volume II, Acts of Classis Holland Michigan Beginning with the Session of September, 1859 to
September, 1867. Translated and transcribed by Rev. William D. Buursma and Mrs. Althea F. Buursma.
The original minutes are located in the Joint Archives of Holland at Hope College and the translation at the
Van Raalte Institute, Hope College.

The response of classis was that Rev. van Raalte's service and person are precious
to the classis and that they could not make a decision to send him out of their midst.
Consequently, the proposal of Rev. van Raalte was not accepted.
[page 54-5]
....4. Pastoral letter — The need and value of a pastoral letter from classis to the
congregations is now discussed.
The Rev. A. C. van Raalte read some thoughts which he had written down about
the evil communications against the Holland Reformed congregations of this country. It
had not been his desire to make public the matters which had been written down, and
even now he is of that opinion.
An article authored by student Roelof Pieters was read. This article explains the
erroneous and untrue assertion in the writing and translation of B[enjamin H.] Ploeg.
After a serious discussion about the church and the agitation within her on the part
of some, and the duty of God's congregation to place truth in the light of day over against
slander and lies, it was decided to appoint a committee, with a mandate to write and
distribute a pastoral letter....

60-09-17
These excerpts from the minutes of the Classis of Holland' which met in Kalamazoo,
Michigan, on the lth, 18'h, and 191h of September 1860 reveal how the Classis dealt with
the problem of Benjamin H. Ploeg's attack on Sunday School literature and the use of
hymns in worship and with the request of Dr. Van Raalte to go to South Africa as a
missionary. The Christian Reformed Church members who were critical of the Reformed
Dutch Church were given a response by Van Raalte also.
[vol. II, page 39] [check minutes for actual pagination]
Article X — Committee for Mission Work
....3. The committee also asks if it would not appropriate for the welfare and extension
of God's kingdom to send a competent pastor of the classis to the Dutch population of
South Africa in order to serve as a pioneer gospel minister. This task would be to open
and to provide places for others, either for temporary or more permanent service....
[page 40]
Article XIV — Continuation of Discussion Found in Article X
The request of Rev. van Raalte to be sent in the name of classis as a missionary pastor
to South Africa is once more on the table. Rev. van Raalte was once again and more
specifically asked to give the motivations for his proposal. Primarily, they are as follows:
1. In the history of the colony, the pressure of necessity had made it necessary for
Rev. van Raalte to be involved in many activities and intervening in many matters. As a
result, his extensive influence has been placed in an unfavorable light.
It is van Raalte's judgment that it is now profitable and necessary to distance
himself by ceasing to be involved. He indicates that his heartfelt love for and feeling of
attachment to the Holland classis has led him to ask to be sent out to a distant place,
while still maintaining his ministerial status in the classis. There seems, in his judgment,
to be no other way to maintain his presence and involvement with the classis, while at the
same time removing the above-mentioned difficulty.
[page 41]
He also indicated that he feels the desire for a greater freedom to labor in God's
kingdom and, at the same time, to open missionary work under the Dutch church in South
Africa,

Volume II, Acts of Classis Holland Michigan Beginning with the Session of September, 1859 to
September, 1867. Translated and transcribed by Rev. William D. Buursma and Mrs. Althea F. Buursma.
The original minutes are located in the Joint Archives of Holland at Hope College and the translation at die
Van Raalte Institute, Hope College.

The response of classis was that Rev. van Raalte's service and person are precious
to the classis and that they could not make a decision to send him out of their midst.
Consequently, the proposal of Rev. van Raalte was not accepted.
[page 43]
....4. Pastoral letter — The need and value of a pastoral letter from classis to the
congregations is now discussed.
The Rev. A. C. van Raalte read some thoughts which he had written down about
the evil communications against the Holland Reformed congregations of this country. It
had not been his desire to make public the matters which had been written down, and
even now he is of that opinion.
An article authored by student Roelof Pieters was read. This article explains the
erroneous and untrue assertion in the writing and translation of B[enjamin H.] Ploeg.
After a serious discussion about the church and the agitation within her on the part
of some, and the duty of God's congregation to place truth in the light of day over against
slander and lies, it was decided to appoint a committee, with a mandate to write and
distribute a pastoral letter....
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These excerpts from the minutes of the Classis of Holland' which met in Kalamazoo,
Michigan, on the 171, le', and 19'1' of September 1860 reveal how the Classis dealt with
the problem of Benjamin H. Ploeg's attack on Sunday School literature and the use of
hymns in worship and with the request of Dr. Van Raalte to go to South Africa as a
missionary. The Christian Reformed Church members who were critical of the Reformed
Dutch Church were given a response by Van Raalte also.
[vol. II, pag :X] [check minutes for actual pagination]
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Article X — Committee for Mission Work
..„3. The committee also asks if it would not appropriate for the welfare and extension
of God's kingdom to send a competent pastor of the classis to the Dutch population of
South Africa in order to serve as a pioneer gospel minister. This task would be to open
and to provide places for others, either for temporary or more permanent service....
[pagei] C/-2Article XIV — Continuation of Discussion Found in Article X
The request of Rev. van Raalte to be sent in the name of classis as a missionary pastor
to South Africa is once more on the table. Rev. van Raalte was once again and more
specifically asked to give the motivations for his proposal. Primarily, they are as follows:
1. In the history of the colony, the pressure of necessity had made it necessary for
Rev. van Raalte to be involved in many activities and intervening in many matters. As a
result, his extensive influence has been placed in an unfavorable light.
It is van Raalte's judgment that it is now profitable and necessary to distance
himself by ceasing to be involved. He indicates that his heartfelt love for and feeling of
attachment to the Holland classis has led him to ask to be sent out to a distant place,
while still maintaining his ministerial status in the classis. There seems, in his judgment,
to be no other way to maintain his presence and involvement with the classis, while at the
same time removing the above-mentioned difficulty.
[pagelfp]
He also indicated that he feels the desire for a greater freedom to labor in God's
kingdom and, at the same time, to open missionary work under the Dutch church in South
Africa.

I Volume II, Acts of Classis Holland Michigan Beginning with the Session of September, 1859 to
September, 1867. Translated and transcribed by Rev. William D. Buursma and Mrs. Althea F. Buursma.
The original minutes are located in the Joint Archives of Holland at Elope College and the translation at the
Van Raalte Institute, Hope College.
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The response of classis was that Rev. van Raalte's service and person are precious
to the classis and that they could not make a decision to send him out of their midst.
Consequently, the proposal of Rev. van Raalte was not accepted.
[page Ø]
Pastoral letter — The need and value of a pastoral letter from classis to the
congregations is now discussed.
The Rev. A. C. van Raalte read some thoughts which he had written down about
the evil communications against the Holland Reformed congregations of this country. It
had not been his desire to make public the matters which had been written down, and
even now he is of that opinion.
An article authored by student Roelof Pieters was read. This article explains the
erroneous and untrue assertion in the writing and translation of B[enjamin H.] Ploeg.
After a serious discussion about the church and the agitation within her on the part
of some, and the duty of God's congregation to place truth in the light of day over against
slander and lies, it was decided to appoint a committee, with a mandate to write and
distribute a pastoral letter....

-39ARTICLE X - Committee for Mission Work
The committee for the advancement of mission activity delivers
the following reports:
The committee for the extension of missionary work respectfully
presents the following:
1. That in every congregation of classis the task of missions
should receive more encouragement. The committee judges that it
would be appropriate that mission clubs be formed with the goal of
encouraging the work of missions.
2. Missionary preacher - It is proposed that the Board of
Domestic Missions be requested to send out Christiaan van der
Veen, theological student at New Brunswick, as missionary pastor
for the vacant congregations in Classis Holland, if he is willing,
upon completion of his studies, to take upon himself this task.
3. The committee also asks if it would not be appropriate for
the welfare and extension of God's kingdom to send a competent
pastor of the classis to the Dutch population of South Africa in
order to serve as a pioneer gospel minister. This task would be
to open and to provide places for others, either for temporary or
more permanent service.
G. J. Nykerk, President (signed)
This report was approved and accepted with the restriction
that the first proposal concerning missionary clubs does not
require the congregations to institute them but only encourage
them in this matter. How this suggestion shall be implemented is
left entirely to the judgment of the congregations.
In connection with the third proposal, classis faces a
problem, asking where a man can be found who is both willing and
able to assume this task.
At this point, Rev. A. C. van Raalte offered himself for this
position. Whereupon, a serious discussion concerning this
offer followed. Classis is unwilling to see Rev. van Raalte leave
its midst and believes that the reasons underlying this offer are
not sufficiently justified for sending Rev. van Raalte to Africa.
Noon time having arrived, the discussion of the matter will be
continued at the following session.
ARTICLE XI - Adjournment
This meeting was adjourned until 2:00 o'clock in the afternoon
and was closed with prayer by Elder J. van Kersen.

-40--

THIRD SESSION
Wednesday afternoon at 2:00 clock
ARTICLE XII - Classis and School Board
Classis met in the parsonage
The session was opened with prayer by the president of classis.
ARTICLE XIII - Examination of A. van der Veen
Arend van der Veen, a student of the Academy, was present in
order to request a recommendation from classis to the Board of
Education so that he might receive assistance to continue his
studies leading to the gospel ministry. Various members of
classis interrogated him about his personal spirituality and his
view of the ministry of the gospel and his calling thereto.
A vote indicated that the large majority of the classis could
not approve his efforts towards becoming a minister of the gospel.
As a result, the request for a recommendation could not be
granted.

P

ARTICLE XIV - Continuation of Discussion Found in Article X
The request of Rev. van Raalte to be sent in the name of
classis as a missionary pastor to South Africa is once more on the
table. Rev. van Raalte was once again and more specifically asked
to give the motivations for his proposal. Primarily, they are as
follows:
1. In the history of the colony, the pressure of necessity
had made it necessary for Rev. van Raalte to be involved
in many activities and intervening in many matters.
As a result, his extensive influence has been placed in an
unfavorable light.
It is van Raalte's judgment that it is now profitable
and necessary to distance himself by ceasing to be involved.
He indicates that his heartfelt love for and feeling of attachment
to the Holland classis has led him to ask to be sent out to a
distant place, while still maintaining his ministerial status in
the classis. There seems, in his judgment, to be no other way to
maintain his presence and involvement with the classis, while at
the same time removing the above-mentioned difficulty.

VI

-41He also indicated that he feels the desire for a greater
freedom to labor in God's kingdom and, at the same time/ to open
missionary work under the Dutch church in South Africa.
The response of classis was that Rev. van Raalte's service and
person are precious to the classis and that they could not make a
decision to send him out of their midst. Consequently, the
proposal of Rev. van Raalte was not accepted.
ARTICLE XV - Committee for Judicial Business
The committee for judicial business (matters of church order
and discipline) delivered its report as follows:
The committee for judicial business presents the following
protests, information, and requests which they have received.
1. Protest against Rev. W. Houbolt. A complaint from some of
the consistory members of the congregation of Grand Rapids against
their pastor, W. A. Houbolt, charges him with improper dealings
with the consistory.
2. Information from the consistory of the congregation of
Grandville informing classis that Elder J. F. Sternenborg has left
his office without adequate reasons or informing the consistory of
any such reasons. Since this means that there is only one elder
remaining, this brother considers himself to be placed in a
difficult position having to make a judgment with the two deacons.
For this reason he brings the matter to classis.
3. The consistory of Grand Haven brings to the attention of
classis the problem of a woman in their congregation who has for a
long time left her husband/ but who now appears willing to live
with him. However, the man now lives in a different area and is
not very much inclined to live with her again. The consistory of
Vriesland, where the man currently resides, is asked to deal with
the consistory of Grand Haven in this matter.
4. The congregation of Muskegon asks for the nullification of
the selection of an elder because, after the fact/ an unfavorable
rumor concerning the afore-mentioned elder was spread abroad. It
became clear that his services in the congregation could not
possibly be for the upbuilding of the church.
5. Rev. A. Zwemer proposed that there is a need for classis
to write a pastoral letter, giving information to the
congregations, asserting the identity of the Dutch Reformed church
(U.S.A.) with the old Holland Reformed Church (Netherlands). The
letter should also point out the biblical duty imposed on us
to unite with that ecclesiastical identity. This will help to end
the unrest and tension brought about by the public writings of
some.
All of the above was respectfully presented to the classis
for their judgment.
Rev. G. J. Nykerk, President (signed)

-432. The woman who left her husband - the request of the
congregation of Grand Haven that the consistory in Vriesland,
where the man whose wife left him now lives, should discuss the
matter with the Grand Haven consistory. This was approved.
The congregation of Vriesland is encouraged to address the matter.
3. Nullification of an elder's calling - the request of the
church in Muskegon, asking for nullification of a nomination for
an elder who had not yet been installed in office was approved.
4. Pastoral letter - The need and value of a pastoral letter
from classis to the congregations is now discussed.
The Rev. A. C. van Raalte read some thoughts which he had
written down about the evil communications against the Holland
Reformed congregations of this country. It had not been his
desire to make public the matters which had been written down, and
even now he is of that opinion.
An article authored by student Roelof Pieters was read.
This article explains the erroneous and untrue assertion in the
writing and translation of B. Ploeg.i
After a serious discussion about the church and the
agitation within her on the part of some, and the duty of God's
congregation to place truth in the light of day over against
slander and lies, it was decided to appoint a committee, with a
mandate to write and distribute a pastoral letter. To this
committee, the following were appointed: Revs. G. van de Wall, G.
J. Nykerk, H. Stobbelaar, and A. Zwemer; and Elders G. Wakker, M.
den Herder, A. Gleerum, A. Borgers, and J. Wiggers.
ARTICLE XX - Adjournment
Since it had already become latei classis adjourned until
tomorrow and was led in the closing prayer by Rev. G. J. Nykerk.

FIFTH SESSION

-r-

Thursday morning, 8:00 o'clock
ARTICLE XXI - Opening Exercises
The session was opened with prayer by Elder J. van Zee.
>t_ARTICLE XXII - Report of Correspondence Received
The committee for correspondence received delivered its report
as follows:

-44"To the Honorable Classis Holland:
"The committee of correspondence respectfully reports that no
matters were brought to their attention, with the exception of a
request from Rev. Zwemer to establish classical correspondence
with the permanent synodical committee of the Christian
Secessionist congregations in the Netherlands, in order to ask
them for information concerning their recognition of the
schismatics (here in North America). He requests that a committee
be appointed."
The committee respectfully proposes that this request be
honored and that a committee be appointed with a mandate to call
to the attention of the Netherlands Synod the consequences which
have been drawn here about their recognition:
1. That Classis Holland, because of this action, feels a lack
of appreciation by the Dutch church, and
2. That the two denominations can, therefore, no longer be
considered to be united. The Dutch church will be requested to
provide an explanation of their actions.
Rev. A. C. van Raalte, President (signed)
This report was approved and accepted, and the Revs. van
Raalte and Zwemer, and Elders J. Labots and M. den Herder were
appointed to the committee.
ARTICLE XXIII - Committee for Synodical Minutes
The committee appointed to review the synodical minutes
reported as follows:
The committee to review the synodical minutes respectfully
reports to classis that they have nothing of special
significance requiring the attention of classis.
There is a report on the state of the churches, but this
valuable document has been translated and made public by the Rev.
Oggel, and a repetition of this matter would be redundant.
Rev. W. A. Houbolt, President (signed)
This report was approved and received for information.
ARTICLE XXIV - Committee for Classical Assignments
The committee mandated to regulate the classical preaching
assignments reports as follows:
The committee providing the classical assignments for
preaching in vacant congregations respectfully proposes the
following assignments:

65

-51a classical recommendation to the Board of Education to receive help to continue his studies, having in
mind the gospel ministry. Various members of classis interrogated him about his personal religion and his
view of the ministry of the gospel and his calling thereto.
A vote indicated that the large majority of the classis could not approve his effort towards the gospel
ministry. As a result, the request for a recommendation could not be granted.
ARTICLE XIV - Continuation of the Discussion
The request of Dr. Van Raalte to be sent by the classis as a missionary minister to South Africa was
presented anew. Dr. Van Raalte was now once again and more specifically asked to give the motivations
for his proposal, which were principally the following:
"That since in the course of the history of the colony, it had been necessary by force of circumstances
that his reverence had been involved in many activities and matters, and his now widely extensive
influence was viewed in an unfavorable light, it was in his eye useful and necessary to put an end to
this influence by removal.
That his hearty love for and emotional ties to the Holland Classis, made him ask to be sent, in order
that in his removal as sent minister of the classis [he would] nevertheless be able to remain connected
to the same. So that not another way would take away at the same time both presence and connection
with the classis.
That he felt a need to be more without restraints in working for God's Kingdom and at the same time
to open the way for missionary work among the Dutch church in Africa."
Against this, the classis proposed to Dr. Van Raalte that his reverence's service and person was dear to the
classis, and that they absolutely could not

11
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-52decide to send him away out of their midst. Consequently, the proposal of Dr. Van Raalte was not
accepted.
ARTICLE XV - Committee for Judicial Business
The committee for judicial business (matters of order and discipline)I21 delivered its report, and it reads as
follows:
The committee for judicial business has received the following protests, reports, and requests.
Protest against Rev. W. Houbolt
I. Complaint by some consistory members of the Grand Rapids congregation against their minister, W. A.
Houbolt, about wrong actions of the reverend towards the consistory.
2. A report from the consistory of the Grandville congregation that that Elder J. T. Stemeborg [Sterrenberg]
had quit his office, without having given to the consistory adequate reason for this his conduct. Since there
is now only one elder remaining, this brother considers himself to be placed in a difficult position, to make
a judgment in this matter with the two deacons. For this reason he transfers the decision to the classis.
3. The consistory of Grand Haven makes known that the woman who had for a long time left her husband,
has now become willing to live with him again. And the man, now living elsewhere and not being very
inclined to live together with his wife, so it seemed to him, they request that the consistory of Vriesland,
where the man resides, deal with him before the consistory of Grand Haven [does].
4. The congregation of Muskegon asks for the nullification of a call to be an elder because, after the call, an
unfavorable rumor about the one called was spread, from which it was to be anticipated that his service in
the congregation could not be conducive to its upbuilding.

121 The slow introduction of English into the minutes is nicely illustrated here, since the original reads
"De commissie voor judicial business (zaken van orde en lucht)......

67

-535. Proposed by Rev. Zwemer the need that exists that the classis, by writing a pastoral letter, give
information to the congregations about the Identity122 of the Dutch Reformed Church with the old Dutch
Reformed Church,I23 and of the biblical obligation for our joining the same, in order to cause to stop unrest
and disturbance caused by the public writing of some.
All of the above was respectfully submitted to the reverend classis for its judgment.
Rev. G. J. Nijkerk, President (signed)
This report was approved, and the special articles were received for consideration.
ARTICLE XVI — Complaint of Grand Rapids
The complaint of Grand Rapids against its pastor was taken under consideration. For information, Dr. Van
Raalte gives a report of his work as help-moderator in this congregation, and he spoke of the previous
intransigence of the consistory.
Rev. Houbolt stood up and defended before the classis his work in the congregation and his dealings with
the consistory. Members of classis requested that the letter containing the complaint against Rev. Houbolt
be read. This request was granted.
It was proposed to appoint a committee to work out a softening, and, if possible, peace, between the
minister and the consistory. This proposal was accepted, and Dr. A. C. van Raalte, Rev. G. J. Nijkerk, and
the elders A. Gle[e]rum and J. Mieras were appointed.
ARTICLE XVII — Closing of the Session
Since it was supper time,I24 this session was, on motion, closed with prayer by Elder J. Mieras.

122 "Identity" is in English in the original but translated into Dutch in parentheses: eenzelvigheid.
"Dutch Reformed Church" is also in English in the original.
123 Holt Geref. Kerk, i.e., the historic, true Reformed Church of the Netherlands, as defined by the
Synod of Dort; this is not to be confused with the Hervormde Kerk (Reformed Church), the public church
of The Netherlands, which the 1834 Seceders had left. B. H. Ploeg's writings seem to be the immediate
occasion for the proposed pastoral letter (see note 118 above and Article XIX below), but the 1857 seceders
(the later CRC) cannot be entirely out of mind, since Ploeg's criticisms of Classis Holland would be giving
aid and comfort to the CRC "enemy." See Articles XIX and XXII below.
124

Suppertijd. Here is more English, creeping increasingly into the Dutch, even at this early date.
This is a small indication of (involuntary?) Americanization.

68

-54FOURTH SESSION
Wednesday evening at 7:30 o'clock
ARTICLE XVIII - Opening of tins Session
Since all members of the classis were not present at the appointed time, Psalm 147:1 and Psalm 84: 3 were
sung for edification, after which the president opened the session with prayer.
ARTICLE XIX
The review about communications and requests mentioned in the report of the committee for judicial
business was continued.
The Case of Stemeborg [Sterrenberg]
In relation to the withdrawing from service in God's church by Elder Johan Theodore Sterneborg
[Sterrenberg] of Grandville, it was decided that because of his ecclesiastical inconstancy made evident by
his frequent coming to and withdrawing from the congregation, he was unfit to occupy this important post
in God's church, for which reason the classis dismisses him from his calling as elder. The clerk of the
classis is to inform him of tins by letter.125
The Woman who Deserted her Husband
The request of the congregation of Grand Haven, that the consistory of Vriesland deal with the man in the
case in which he was deserted by his wife, was granted, and the congregation of Vriesland was encouraged
to look after this matter.
Nullification of a Call to an Elder
The request of the Muskegon church, asking for nullification of a call that had not yet been issued to an
elder, was granted.
Pastoral letter
The necessity and the usefulness of a pastoral letter by the classis to the congregations was now considered.
Dr. Van Raalte read some thoughts that he had written down about the slander against the Dutch Reformed
congregations of this country. The reverend had, in writing this down,

125 His "independent" nature is revealed in recent classis reports concerning him. For his origins, see
note 110 in the 1858-1859 classis minutes.
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-56ask them for information concerning a recognition of the seceders. He requests that a committee be
appointed for this.
Regarding this, the committee respectfully proposes that this request be honored, and that the committee to
be appointed be charged to make the Netherlands synodical committee attentive to thg516\feliggiWtfigt'Sre
drawn out of this recognition. That the HollavA Classis by this is indeed misjudged by the Netherlands
Church, and that it is no longer to be regarde;imited with her. This is in order to invite a clarifying
explanation.128
A. C. van Raalte, President (signed)
This report was approved and accepted, and the Dr. Van Raalte and Rev. Zwemer, and Elders J. Labots and
M. den Herder were appointed to this committee.
ARTICLE XXIII - Committee for Synodical Minutes
The committee appointed to review the synodical minutes delivered its report, and it reads as follows:
The committee to review the synodical minutes respectfully proposes to classis that it has found nothing in
them that requires the special attention of the classis, except the report of the Committee on the State of the
Churches (the state of the churches),I29 but this worthy document, translated by Rev. Oggel, has been made
public, so the repetition of it is reckoned superfluous.
Rev. W. A. Houbolt, President (signed)
This report was approved and received for information.
ARTICLE XXIV - Committee for Preaching Assignments
The committee mandated to regulate preaching assignments delivered its report; it reads as follows:
The committee for dividing assignments for preaching in the vacant congregations respectfully proposes to
the classis the following arrangement:

128 The preceding material in Article XXII is somewhat enigmatic as it stands but can be readily
clarified by a look at the June 1860 (triennial) synod minutes of the Seceder Reformed Church in the
Netherlands. The Rev. Koene van den Bosch, the co-founder in 1857 of what would become the Christian
Reformed Church, had written a letter from Michigan to the mother church in the Netherlands asking for
ecclesiastical recognition, complaining that thus far Van den Bosch's congregations had been treated as
"stepsisters." This reflects the non-committal response (i.e., "neither approve nor disapprove" the 1857
secession, since contradictory reports came from Michigan) of the previous (1857) Netherlands synod to
Van den Bosch's request for "union" with the mother church. The June 1860 synod, however, answered
slightly more favorably (without specifically endorsing Van den Bosch's group), stating that it recognized
all churches that are Reformed in doctrine and government. Handelingen van de Synode, 1857, 64-65, and
Handelingen van de Synode, 1860, 48, in Handelingen en verslagen, 710-711,782; for Van den Bosch, see
note 153 in the 1858-1859 classis minutes. Thus the competition and propaganda war between the
immigrants of the RPDC and the "CRC" for recognition by the Netherlands Seceder churches was already
in full swing. It was particularly important for the CRC to get approval from the seceders in the
Netherlands because that would assure the survival of it and its cause. The struggle for approval took a
crucial turn when the Netherlands seceder church began to recommend that its members join the CRC
instead of the RCA, after the RCA 1882 General Synod decisively rejected the immigrant congregations'
overtures to exclude Freemasons from the RCA. See Articles XV.5 and XIX above, where Adriaan
Zwemer was also the prime mover in combatting the American seceders; ironically, he would himself
secede briefly in 1882 over the Masonic issue; Bruins and Swierenga, Family Quarrels, 128-129, 131.
129 "The State of the Churches" is another instance of an item in English being followed by its
translation into Dutch.
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Mission to South Africa
3. Whether it would not be beneficial for the welfare and the extension of God's Kingdom to send a
minister of the classis suitable for this to the Dutch population of South Africa, in order

814-815; Lucas, Dutch Immigrant Memoirs, 1:489, 495; Classis Holland Minutes, 248; Stellingwerff,
Amsterdamse emigranten, 275, 320; see note 122 below.
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-50to work as a pioneer gospel minister, to open and make a place for others, whether for a specific or
indefinite time.
G. J. Nijkerk, President (signed)
This report was approved and accepted with the stipulation that the first proposal concerning missionary
clubs does not present a prescription for the congregations to follow but is only a hint to promote a cause
ofwhich the manner of implementation remains totally the choice of the congregations.
In connection with the third proposal, the classis raised the objection as to where the man was to be found
who had both the will and suitability for this.
Dr. A. C. van Raalte offered himself for this, whereupon, a serious discussion concerning this offer
followed. Classis was unwilling to have Dr. Van Raalte removed from its midst, and viewed the reasons
that the reverend named as motive for this offer as not weighty enough to warrant sending the Doctor out to
Africa.II8
118 South Africa, with its historic ties to the Netherlands, was a natural place to be included within the
missionary vision of Dutch-American Calvinists. Not only did the Reformed Dutch Church there have
educational and other needs but the "native Africans" (e.g., Zulus) needed to hear the gospel. Beginning in
1840 the RPDC General Synod had various contacts with the South African church. The latter's request
for teachers would be answered in 1861by sending the Rev. Giles van de Wall, professor at the Holland
Academy (1858-1861); see note 20 in the 1858-1859 minutes; Corwin, Digest, 681-682. Also, Jannes van
de Luyster, Jr., had already in April 1859 applied to classis to be sent to South Africa as a teacher and may
ultimately have gone there in that capacity; see footnote 7 above; also note 35 in the 1858-1859 classis
minutes. The Reformed Seceders in the Netherlands were also responding to the needs of the South
African churches; in 1858 they had sent one of their leading pastors, the Rev. Dirk Pieters Postma (18181890), to the Transvaal on a fact-finding mission and to begin missionary work among the "Kaffirs"; he
immediately became the leader of a new secession there (the "Dopperkerk"), where he served until his
death. (The Classis of Holland had called Postma to come and serve as a home missionary within its
bounds in 1851, but he declined; see minutes of 14 October 1851, Article 6, and 29 April 1 852, Article 2.)
De Haas, Gedenkt us voorgangers, 1:210-212; Handelingen van de Synode der Christelijk Afgescheidene
Gereformeerde Kerk in Nederland; ... 1857 (Kampen: S. van Velzen, Jr., 1857), 65; Handelingen van de
Synode der Christelijke Afgescheidene Gereformeerde Kerk in Nederland,...1860 (Kampen: S. van Velzen,
Jr., 1860), 45-46 [where the synod said that it could not judge as to the legitimacy of the South African
secession], 48, 71-75; these Seceder minutes are reprinted in Handelingen en verslagen, 711, 779-780,
782, 805-809; see 1848-1858 minutes above, note 185 [or higher] on Postma. A final — and probably
decisive factor — is that Van Raalte in 1860 was beset with problems at home, discouraged both by the
schism that began in 1857 and by various sorts of opposition he encountered in his own consistory and
congregation (e.g., about his baptizing the children of non-confessing church members, about his salary,
about his vision for Christian education, especially a parochial elementary school); Hyma, Van Raalte, 224229, 231; Dosker, Van Raalte, 163-164, 172-173, 189-192; Bruins, "Early Hope College History," in
Harms, "The Dutch Adapting," 3,7. One example of the enervating discord that swirled around Van
Raalte had occurred at a meeting of his consistory just the day before the present classis session opened.
The consistory had, in an effort to calm commotion in the church, delayed censuring former Elder B. H.
Ploeg for an article in De Hollander, in which he had complained that a two-year term limit for elders and
deacons was unbiblical; he himself had been required, under this rule, to relinquish his office as elder
earlier in 1860. He also attacked the use of non-Reformed (English-language) hymns and literature in the
Holland Classis Sunday schools. Ploeg's article had set forth, as his ideal for the classis, the practices of
the Rev. D. P. Postma's independent church in South Africa (see above). Ploeg's articles were answered
in De Hollander by Van Raalte's son-in-law, the Rev. P. J. Oggel of Pella, Iowa. De Hollander, 13 June,
25 July 1860 (photocopy at the Van Raalte Institute); Consistory Minutes, 9, 15 March, 17 August, 16
September 1860, First Reformed Church, Holland; see note 403 or higher in the 1848-1858 minutes, as
well as more on Ploeg's "slander" in Article XIX below; see notes 123, 127, and 163 below. Finally,
although Van Raalte never got to South Africa, he would later (1869) realize his dream to be a missionary
by serving, on behalf of the classis, on the domestic field of Amelia County, Virginia; Jacobson, Bruins,
and Wagenaar, Albertus C. Van Raalte, 150-167.
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Noon time having arrived, the discussion of this subject was put aside until following session.
ARTICLE XI — Adjournment of this Session
This meeting was adjourned until 2:00 o'clock in the afternoon and was closed with prayer by Elder I. van
Kersen.
THIRD SESSION
Wednesday afternoon at 2:00 clock
ARTICLE XII - Classis in Its Capacity as School Board
Classis met in the parsonage in its capacity as School Board.I19
The session was opened with prayer by the president of classis.
ARTICLE XIII - Examination of A. van der Veen
Arend van der Veen,I2° a student of the Holland Academy, was present in order to request

119

This refers to the fact that the classis is acting as the school board for the Holland Academy.

120 Arend van der Veen (1840-1930), bom in Amsterdam, emigrated with his parents and siblings in
1847, graduated from the academy in 1860, enlisted with his step-father in the Union Army in 1861 when
he was only seventeen, and served until 1865. Thwarted in his plan to become a minister (see just below),
he became the academy's first graduate to become a medical doctor, practicing that profession in Grand
Haven, Michigan, for 60 years, beginning in 1868. He was the younger brother of Christiaan van der Veen;
see note 119 above; Lucas, Dutch Immigrant Memoirs, 1:372, 495; "Arend Vander Veen," in "Early Grand
Haven Area Residents," in Ewing, A Directoty of People in Northwest Ottawa County.
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-51a classical recommendation to the Board of Education to receive help to continue his studies, having in
mind the gospel ministry. Various members of classis interrogated him about his personal religion and his
view of the ministry of the gospel and his calling thereto.
A vote indicated that the large majority of the classis could not approve his effort towards the gospel
ministry. As a result, the request for a recommendation could not be granted.
ARTICLE XIV - Continuation of the Discussion
The request of Dr. Van Raalte to be sent by the classis as a missionary minister to South Africa was
presented anew. Dr. Van Raalte was now once again and more specifically asked to give the motivations
for his proposal, which were principally the following:
"That since in the course of the history of the colony, it had been necessary by force of circumstances
that his reverence had been involved in many activities and matters, and his now widely extensive
influence was viewed in an unfavorable light, it was in his eye useful and necessary to put an end to
this influence by removal.
That his hearty love for and emotional ties to the Holland Classis, made him ask to be sent, in order
that in his removal as sent minister of the classis [he would] nevertheless be able to remain connected
to the same. So that not another way would take away at the same time both presence and connection
with the classis.
That he felt a need to be more without restraints in working for God's Kingdom and at the same time
to open the way for missionary work among the Dutch church in Africa."
Against this, the classis proposed to Dr. Van Raalte that his reverence's service and person was dear to the
classis, and that they absolutely could not
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-52decide to send him away out of their midst. Consequently, the proposal of Dr. Van Raalte was not
accepted.
ARTICLE /CV - Committee for Judicial Business
The committee for judicial business (matters of order and discipline)12I delivered its report, and it reads as
follows:
The committee for judicial business has received the following protests, reports, and requests.
Protest against Rev. W. Houbolt
1.Complaint by some consistory members of the Grand Rapids congregation against their minister, W. A.
Houbolt, about wrong actions of the reverend towards the consistory.
2. A report from the consistory of the Grandville congregation that that Elder J. T. Stemeborg [Sterrenberg]
had quit his office, without having given to the consistory adequate reason for this his conduct. Since there
is now only one elder remaining, this brother considers himself to be placed in a difficult position, to make
a judgment in this matter with the two deacons. For this reason he transfers the decision to the classis.
3. The consistory of Grand Haven makes known that the woman who had for a long time left her husband,
has now become willing to live with him again. And the man, now living elsewhere and not being very
inclined to live together with his wife, so it seemed to him, they request that the consistory of Vriesland,
where the man resides, deal with him before the consistory of Grand Haven [does].
4. The congregation of Muskegon asks for the nullification of a call to be an elder because, after the call, an
unfavorable rumor about the one called was spread, from which it was to be anticipated that his service in
the congregation could not be conducive to its upbuilding.

121 The slow introduction of English into the minutes is nicely illustrated here, since the original reads
"De commissie V001* judicial business (zaken van orde en tucht)...."

67

-535. Proposed by Rev. Zwemer the need that exists that the classis, by writing a pastoral letter, give
information to the congregations about the Identity122 of the Dutch Reformed Church with the old Dutch
Reformed Church,I23 and of the biblical obligation for our joining the same, in order to cause to stop unrest
and disturbance caused by the public writing of some.
All of the above was respectfully submitted to the reverend classis for its judgment.
Rev. G. J. Nijkerk, President (signed)
This report was approved, and the special articles were received for consideration.
ARTICLE XVI — Complaint of Grand Rapids
The complaint of Grand Rapids against its pastor was taken under consideration. For information, Dr. Van
Raalte gives a report of his work as help-moderator in this congregation, and he spoke of the previous
intransigence of the consistory.
Rev. Houbolt stood up and defended before the classis his work in the congregation and his dealings with
the consistory. Members of classis requested that the letter containing the complaint against Rev. Houbolt
be read. This request was granted.
It was proposed to appoint a committee to work out a softening, and, if possible, peace, between the
minister and the consistory. This proposal was accepted, and Dr. A. C. van Raalte, Rev. G. J. Nijkerk, and
the elders A. Gle[e]rum and J. Mieras were appointed.
ARTICLE XVII — Closing of the Session
Since it was supper time,I24 this session was, on motion, closed with prayer by Elder J. Mieras.

122 "Identity" is in English in the original but translated into Dutch in parentheses: eenzelvigheid.
"Dutch Reformed Church" is also in English in the original.
123 Holt Geref. Kerk, i.e., the historic, true Reformed Church of the Netherlands, as defined by the
Synod of Dort; this is not to be confused with the Hervormde Kerk (Reformed Church), the public church
of The Netherlands, which the 1834 Seceders had left. B. H. Ploeg's writings seem to be the immediate
occasion for the proposed pastoral letter (see note 118 above and Article XIX below), but the 1857 seceders
(the later CRC) cannot be entirely out of mind, since Ploeg's criticisms of Classis Holland would be giving
aid and comfort to the CRC "enemy." See Articles XIX and XXII below.
124

Supperiijd. Here is more English, creeping increasingly into the Dutch, even at this early date.
This is a small indication of (involuntary?) Americanization.

-41He also indicated that he feels the desire for a greater
freedom to labor in God's kingdom and, at the same time, to open
missionary work under the Dutch church in South Africa.
The response of classis was that Rev. van Raalte's service and
person are precious to the classis and that they could not make a
decision to send him out of their midst. Consequently, the
proposal of Rev. van Raalte was not accepted.
ARTICLE XV - Committee for Judicial Business
The committee for judicial business (matters of church order
and discipline) delivered its report as follows:
The committee for judicial business presents the following
protests, information/ and requests which they have received.
1. Protest against Rev. W. Houbolt. A complaint from some of
the consistory members of the congregation of Grand Rapids against
their pastor, W. A. Houbolt, charges him with improper dealings
with the consistory.
2. Information from the consistory of the congregation of
Grandville informing classis that Elder J. F. Sternenborg has left
his office without adequate reasons or informing the consistory of
any such reasons. Since this means that there is only one elder
remaining, this brother considers himself to be placed in a
difficult position having to make a judgment with the two deacons.
For this reason he brings the matter to classis.
3. The consistory of Grand Haven brings to the attention of
classis the problem of a woman in their congregation who has for a
long time left her husband/ but who now appears willing to live
with him. However, the man now lives in a different area and is
not very much inclined to live with her again. The cohsistory of
Vriesland, where the man currently resides, is asked to deal with
the consistory of Grand Haven in this matter.
4. The congregation of Muskegon asks for the nullification of
the selection of an elder because, after the fact, an unfavorable
rumor concerning the afore-mentioned elder was spread abroad. It
became clear that his services in the congregation could not
possibly be for the upbuilding of the church.
5. Rev. A. Zwemer proposed that there is a need for classis
to write a pastoral letter/ giving information to the
congregations, asserting the identity of the Dutch Reformed church
(U.S.A.) with the old Holland Reformed Church (Netherlands). The
letter should also point out the biblical duty imposed on us
to unite with that ecclesiastical identity. This will help to end
the unrest and tension brought about by the public writings of
some.
All of the above was respectfully presented to the classis
for their judgment.
Rev. G. J. Nykerk, President (signed)
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